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President’s Report By Becky Jones 

 

The Journey of the Andrew Baker Bible    

   Researched by Dolores Ramsey Ham 

 

     Another year has passed for the Lee County Historical and Genealogical Society. 

We have had a good year. Our meetings have been well attended and we have had 

interesting speakers for our programs. We were able to visit a historical home in our 

community and plan to visit others in the county.      

     The board chose William Smith to replace Carol Rivers as one of our directors. 

Mr. Smith has been very involved in area history with his articles in the Powell Valley 

News “Blood Kin and Family Loyalty.” William is a direct descendant of the Howard 

and Turner families. Mr. Smith had our program in October about “History British 

Isles and Language.” 

     I call on our treasurer, Greg Edwards, to fill in when I need someone to have a 

program. Greg can take any local history, legal or domestic topic and make it 

interesting and make it come alive. We have had other good speakers from our area 

and outside the state. We try to answers any inquiries that we can with our limited 

personal. We have had many visitors come to see our small museum and use our 

resource room. One of our visitors was Roger Baker, a retired Military man from 

Massachusetts. Mr. Baker and the 200 year old Baker bible has raised much interest 

around the country. [See both Roger’s article and Delores Ramsey Ham’s article 

about her ancestor Andrew Baker and his Bible.]   

     We have had several donations of genealogical books and items for our museum 

this year. Just a reminder, it is time to renew your membership or become a Lifetime 

member. We have had 10 new life memberships in 2016. 

     I am sorry to say that our new pictorial book that we are working on is not ready. 

Hopeful we can get it out this year. I want to thank all who have helped to keep us 

going, our members, our officers and board members and especially Libby, Jessica, 

Phil and Dennis who I depend on to get our work done. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     We’ve heard a lot recently about how Roger Baker “discovered” the Bible 

originally belonging to Rev. Andrew Baker.  The original article, “Man who went on a 

quest for his family history discovers 220-year-old Bible.  Here’s what was inside,”  

appeared in the Moscow-Pullman Daily News [Idaho] on July 11, 2016 reporting 

Roger Baker’s “discovery” of the Baker Bible.  This article had several misleading 

statements.  Despite Roger Baker’s efforts to correct these errors, they continue to 

be repeated at every turn.  This article is written in the hopes of making clear some 

of the history of the Bible belonging to our ancestor, Rev. Andrew Baker. 

     Many descendants of Rev. Andrew Baker and his wife, Elizabeth Avant Baker, 

still live in the area of Hancock and Claiborne Counties in Tennessee and Lee 

County in Virginia.  Most of them descend from the youngest child, Martha Baker, 
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     As promised, I am writing to express my thanks to 

everyone in Lee County and the surrounding area that 

helped make my experience tracing my family history 

possible.  The response was truly overwhelming and the 

experience was absolutely wonderful.  Thank you all very 

much. 

     When I started to trace my family origins I did not know 

where it would lead.  As a matter of fact, I didn’t know 

where to even start.  I was once told, to find the oldest 

person in the family and ask them to recall as much history 

as they could remember.  Since I am 67 years old, that 

pretty much made me a senior member, but there was a 

second cousin in Idaho that I started communications with.  

Donna Ogden,  of Moscow Idaho, is the oldest member of 

the extended family and she kick started my search.    

      Naturally it was easy to find my parents and 

grandparents, but past that, the search was on for who I 

was.  In an effort to beat the bushes and see what flushed 

out, I did the 23 and Me DNA test and out popped a few 

folks from my Moms side of the family.  My mother told me 

her grandmother Mattie Jane Arnold was a Cherokee 

Native American, But……. When I got the results of my 

DNA I found I was about as much Chinese as Native 

American.  I was a little disappointed at the news, but it 

only made me dig deeper. 

     In my search, I decided to see who all was buried in the 

Elwood Cemetery on Texas Ridge Idaho.  It is a very small 

cemetery and several members of my family have been 

laid to rest there.  Texas Ridge is located just South of 

Deary Idaho and is more of a “locale” than a specific 

location.  Nonetheless, Elwood Cemetery unlocked a few 

secrets.  I know my Great Grandmother Viola Baker 

(Stewart) was buried there because her husband 

“Columbus C. Baker” had been laid to rest early in the 

20th century.  Up until this year his marker was a simple 

“C BAKER” on a concrete slab.  The Baker family replaced 

his gravestone this year to one that was meaningful. 

In the Shadows of their Graves are two other members of 

the Baker family, Thomas Vester Baker and Nancy Ann 

Baker (Short).  Nancy was Thomas’s third wife.  He 

outlived two other women and had “NUMEROUS” children 

by all three. 

     Here is where the real search comes in. I corresponded 

with Gwen BJorkman in Washington State.  She wrote a 

considerable amount concerning the Baker family and she 

filled in a lot of blanks. As a result of following her leads I 

located a lineage back to Thomas Vester Bakers Parents.  

Elijah Baker and Sarah Polly, the search for Elijah’s 

parents lead to James Baker and Elizabeth Shepherd, 

then on to Reverend Andrew Baker and Elizabeth Avant. 

     In my search I located a photo of the Andrew Baker 

Bible.  I had no idea where it was, nor who had it.  I knew 

the State Library of Virginia had a very poor photo of it, 

but they had no knowledge of who actually had it.  I wrote 

to the Wisconsin State library (go figure) to obtain 

transcripts from some writings that mentioned Andrew 

Baker.  Evidently during the “Civil War” some records 

were taken up North during the conflict to preserve them 

and the library simply kept them. 

     I found a list of sorts of the churches that Andrew 

Baker was called to pastor and I eventually called Miss 

Carolyn of the Thompson Settlement Baptist Church and 

Brother Steve Neff.  Miss Carolyn sent me a ton of 

information on the church and some photocopies of the 

church records during the time Andrew Baker was the 

Pastor.  Brother Neff knew where the Andrew Baker Bible 

was located and said he could put me at the door of the 

lady that currently had it. 

     At this point I decided to dedicate my summer to 

finding as much information as I could about the beginning 

of my family and it all started with Andrew Baker and 

Elizabeth Avant.  I drove down to Jonesville with a list of 

potential contacts with the aim of paying my respects to 

my 5Great Grandparents and “Possibly” seeing the 

Andrew Baker Bible.  I was eventually put in touch with 

Miss Sarah Minor.   Now I have to mention something 

about Miss Minor.  She was an absolute delightful lady 

and I thoroughly enjoyed the day with her.  She 

possesses a wonderful spirit and she took me through 

some of the back-roads of her childhood, which lead me 

to the Ramsey doorstep.  Phyllis (hope I spelled that right) 

Ramsey allowed me to take photos of the Andrew Baker 

Bible.  My first impression was this was something that 

was a remarkable piece of history, not only for the Baker 

family, but for Lee County and the entire area.  Phyllis and 

her son Michael, agreed that I should take the Bible and 

wanted to know what I would do with it.  I told them of my 

desire read from it at a memorial service for the 

descendants of Andrew Baker and Elizabeth Avant at the 

Elwood Cemetery in Texas Ridge Idaho.  I also wanted to 

show it to as many family members as I could.  I promised 

to protect and preserve the bible and then later in the 

summer return it to Lee County to the Historical and 

Genealogical Society.  When they gave permission for me 

to take the Bible, it was like the curator of the Louvre 

telling me I could take the Mona Lisa.  I promised I would 

guard the bible with my life and it would never be more 

than a room away no matter where I went.    

     After leaving Jonesville I headed to Berryville, 

Arkansas.                                     (Continued on page 3) 

The Andrew Baker Bible  by Roger D. Baker 
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The Andrew Baker Bible  continued from page 2                    

 My Grandmother Hazel Wood, lived in that area as a child 

and her Father Benton and Mother Lona born there.  Benton 

is buried in the Grandview Cemetery as short distance from 

Berryville along with Lona’s Mother and Father.  (My G-

Great Grandparents)  Benton’s parents are buried in Bunch 

Cemetery located on the outskirts of Berryville.   

     After leaving Arkansas I headed to California via the 

southern states, Oklahoma, Texas, New Mexico, Arizona 

and Nevada.    While traveling through New Mexico I 

stopped at a tourist attraction (trading post).  It was early 

and the shop was just opening.  I spoke to a Navajo Native 

lady and we exchanged about an hour of conversation about 

our family history and I showed her the bible.  It was totally 

overwhelming for her actually read passages from a book 

that dates back to 1797.  I found that her reaction was 

typical of nearly everyone that I showed it to. 

     While in California, I showed to several family members 

and we engaged in lengthy discussions about our history 

and where we came from and how we all came to live in the 

western states. 

     I arrived in Oregon next and cemented the arrangements 

for the Memorial Service at Elwood Cemetery.  Currently 

Oregon has the largest gathering of the Baker Family in one 

area.  I went ahead on to Deary Idaho and made contact to 

with the Labolle Family.  They renovated and preserved the 

Elwood School on Texas Ridge.  It is less than a mile from 

the cemetery.  It is a one-room building.  My Grandfather 

went to school there: as did my dad and several other 

members of the Baker family.  This is where we held the 

potluck dinner.   I also contacted the local newspaper in 

Moscow Idaho.  I wanted to have as many come out to the 

memorial as possible and they agreed to publish the 

memorial time and date in the “Moscow Pullman Daily 

News”.   I was interviewed for about an hour and they took 

25 or so photos.  At the time I did the interview I gave them 

the information I thought was correct.  I apologize for any 

mistakes in the article.  They were not meant to be 

deliberate nor harmful.  The story was picked up by the 

Associated Press and it was published in dozens of 

papers all over the USA. 

     “Okay, back to the Memorial”.  After everyone arrived at 

Elwood Cemetery we conducted the memorial.  My cousin 

Kaye Fackler (Baker) read the 23rd Psalm in Metre and 

her son Chad, Read John 3-16 from the Andrew Baker 

Bible.   Edward Fackler conducted the service with an 

opening and closing prayer.  We included a lot of history in 

the memorial and all members of our family that we have 

lost were remembered.  It was a fitting tribute to honor and 

remember the people that made our lives possible. I kept a 

journal of signatures. The journal is not inclusive of 

everyone that saw  the bible but 

signatures of those who were willing to use a real stick ink 

pen to sign their name. 

     After being gone about 30 days, I return home and 

made arrangements with the Lee County Genealogical 

and Historical Society to accept the bible.  I had no ideal 

this would be the event it was.  I was thinking I would just 

drop off the bible and say hello to a few folks I met earlier 

that summer and be on my way.  Was I ever surprised!!  I 

was not prepared for this event, nor was I aware of the 

scope of it.  I was delighted to meet everyone.  I especially 

enjoyed meeting all the extended members of the Baker 

Clan.  It was truly overwhelming.  It was my honor to be 

there and my privilege to be instrumental in the donation of 

this remarkable piece of Lee County History: The Andrew 

Baker Bible.  It is in a location where it will be preserved 

for generations to come and accessible to future family 

members on a pilgrimage to find their roots , just as I was. 

     My thanks to Becky Jones, Ada Vandeventer, Sarah 

Minor, Carolyn Jerral and to all the folks that took the time 

to come to Jonesville for this event.  I will forever 

remember the kindness and generosity all those that made 

a wonderful impact on my life.  I thank you all, and I speak 

for the entire family; we all were privileged to see and read 

from this piece of history…… “The Andrew Baker Bible.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Virginia Elizabeth Cox 1917-2016 
 

 Our society was once again saddened by the death of one of our dedicated members.  Virginia Cox passed away on 
October 28, 2016 at Lee Health & Rehab Center in Pennington Gap, Virginia. 
 She had been a lifelong member of Jonesville Methodist Church.  She had previously worked for the Highway 
Department in Lee County and served as secretary at Jonesville Elementary School.  She was preceded in death by her 
husband Fred Cox, Sr. 
 She is survived by her children Frederick Cox, Jr. and wife Bonnie, Carolyn Cox Burgess, and Marilyn Sweeney and 
husband Brian, 4 grandchildren and 4 great grandchildren. 
 Virginia along with her husband Fred were extremely instrumental in working to help publish the Bicentennial History 
of Lee County, Virginia  1792-1992 and dedicated hundreds of hours to prepare information for this book. 

 

 

 

LCGHS Loses a Member 
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Mrs. Virginia Cox 1917-2016 

 
William Curtis Cox Home - Formerly Couk Home 

 
One of several beautiful mantles & fireplaces in the home. 

 
Beautiful stairway in the Cox home. 

     Recently the Lee County Historical Society had the privilege of touring the 100 year old home of William Cox.  The grand 

old home with a wonderful view of the mountains had some of the most beautiful woodwork; curly maple, oak and other 

combined woods. 

     I personally loved the old staircase that adorned the center of the house and gently curved at the bottom of the stairs and 

handrails.  The woodwork in many of the other rooms were beautiful.  I always notice the woodwork in these old homes 

because of the quality of the workmanship that you can’t find in today’s new homes. 

     The home had several fireplaces, upstairs as well as down.  The dining room had built in bookcases with leaded glass 

doors.  Mrs. Cox had decorated the house with her collection of old hats and gloves, which seemed to suit the house. 

     The Cox family have called this their home for the last 45 years.  They had lovingly restored the house.  Over the many 

years the house was unoccupied, it had been stripped of things like many of the light fixtures and the dining room floor had to 

be rebuilt.  The labor of love was well worth the time and effort to restore this old home to its former glory. 

     The house was originally built in 1916 by William R. Couk (1871-1929) who had married Vesta Overton Olinger (1882-

1968) There were three Couk brothers who moved to Jonesville in 1825.  Each brother had a trade; one at hatter, one a 

tanner and the other a tailor.  William and his brother Ben owned a merchant store which advertised dry goods, staple and 

fancy groceries which once stood in the area near the present Powell Valley Bank.  William later owned Beech Lawn Stock 

Farm,   breeder of Hereford and short horn cattle and pure bred Rhode Island reds. 

     William was also instrumental in organizing the first Lee County fair in 1906, which was held around the same location of 

the store.  In later years it was held at Cumberland Bowl Park in Jonesville. 

     It is a tribute to the people of Lee County who worked to restore these old homes so that they can be enjoyed for possible 

100 more years. 

 Thanks to Mr. Cox, Rita Minor, Nadine Watson and Nancy Ward for the contribution for the information in the article.   

William Curtis Cox Home Blackwater, Virginia (Hunter’s Gap) Written by Libby LaForce 
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who married Eli Davis, Sr.  We are aware that a few 

descendants of their son, Joseph Baker, also resided in 

the same area.  Also, there are scattered records  about 

Solomon Baker in then Claiborne County, Tennessee and 

Lee County, Virginia.  Solomon Baker is reported to have 

died in Harlan County, Kentucky.  Other children may have 

been residing nearby, but we are unaware of just where all 

the children of Rev. Andrew and Elizabeth Avant Baker 

eventually settled. 

     Rev. Andrew Baker and his wife, Elizabeth Avant, were 

living in Lee County, Virginia the last few years of Rev. 

Andrew’s life.  He died on the 23rd of September 1815 in 

Lee County, Virginia having been the pastor of Thompson 

Settlement Baptist Church since June 12, 1812.  This was 

only one of the many churches Rev. Andrew Baker had 

served as pastor.  Beaver Creek Church, Brier Creek 

Church (1781-1792), Old Roaring River Church, and Lewis 

Fork Church (1800-1802) all in Wilkes County, NC; Cedar 

Island, later Ausburn, and even later Fox Creek Church in 

Grayson County, VA; Eaton’s Church (constituted in 1790) 

in Surry (now Yadkin) County, NC; Providence Church in 

Yadkin County, NC (1805); and Sinclair’s Bottom (1792-

1794) in Washington County, NC are some of the other 

churches Rev. Andrew Baker pastored. We should also 

mention that he was a chaplain in the Revolutionary War.  

He is listed as a member of the militia unit in Wilkes 

County, North Carolina on July 2nd, 1781. There are other 

references to the military service of Rev. Andrew Baker. 

     This Bible has a publication date of 1796.  It is not 

known just when the Bible became a possession of the 

Rev. Andrew Baker, but it is likely that he preached most 

or all of his sermons at Thompson Settlement Baptist 

Church from this Bible!  We can assume that at Rev. 

Baker’s death, the Bible was a treasured possession of 

Elizabeth Avant Baker, his widow.  The obituary of 

Elizabeth Avant Baker, who died in 1844, suggests that 

she made her home with her children after her husband’s 

death; thus attending perhaps several other churches.  In 

the household of Eli, Sr. and Martha Baker Davis in the 

1840 census of Claiborne County, Tennessee, there was a 

female aged 80-90 years old.  Though we cannot be 

certain, it seems likely this older female might have been 

Elizabeth Avant Baker.  The question is who received the 

Baker Bible after the death of Elizabeth Avant Baker?  

Surely it was Martha Baker Davis, since the Bible has been 

in the possession of her descendants for about 150 years.  

Martha Baker and her husband, Eli Davis, Sr. lived in many 

places, including Lee County, Virginia; Warren County, 

Tennessee; and Claiborne County, Tennessee (part of 

which later became Hancock County, Tennessee).  Martha 

died in 1869 in then Hancock County, Tennessee and was 

laid to rest on property she and Eli, Sr. owned [still known 

as the “old Davis place”] in the Mulberry Gap community.  

Martha and Eli Davis, Sr. left a number of children, some 

of whom remained in the Mulberry Gap community.  Most 

notably, Mary “Polly” F. Davis who married Adam Yeary 

Hatfield and Emily Davis who married Henry Hatfield; both 

couples stayed in the community of Mulberry Gap.  Eli 

Davis, Jr. settled in Lee County, Virginia.  He and his wife, 

Nancy Jones Davis, were parents of several children.  

Some children remained in the area for a short time and 

either they or their descendants moved to other areas 

nearby.  Other children of Martha and Eli, Sr. moved west 

to Arkansas, Missouri and other states. 

     We know the Bible come into the hands of Thomas F. 

Louthan, son of Elizabeth Hatfield and Thomas Louthan.  

Elizabeth Hatfield was the daughter of Mary Davis and 

Adam Yeary Hatfield; but she often stayed with her aunt 

and uncle, Emily Davis and Henry Hatfield, who lived next 

door. A good guess is that the Baker Bible became the 

possession of either Mary Davis Hatfield or Emily Davis 

Hatfield.  Elizabeth Hatfield Louthan could have been 

given the Bible by her mother, Mary Davis Hatfield or her 

aunt, Emily Davis Hatfield.  Elizabeth Hatfield Louthan died 

in 1930!  It is likely that before her death she passed the 

Baker Bible to her son, Thomas F. Louthan, who was living 

nearby at the time.  Thomas F. Louthan was the oldest son 

who had descendants, so perhaps that is the reason 

Elizabeth would have gifted him with the Baker Bible. 

     The family of Thomas F. Louthan made a visit in 1917 

to Oklahoma when his mother-in-law  passed away.  

Sometime in the 1930’s as best we can calculate, Thomas 

F. Louthan again took his family to Oklahoma.  When 

beginning the journey to Oklahoma (it’s not clear if this 

was the trip in 1917 or the 1930’s), the family boarded a 

passenger train at Lone Mountain carrying nothing with 

them but what they might need before arriving. Everything 

else was packed into trunks and shipped either in the 

luggage/freight section of that train or on a separate freight 

train. Joy Hopkins Burchett heard this story from her 

mother, Edna Louthan Hopkins, daughter of Thomas F. 

Louthan.  Joy  thinks the family believed the Bible to be too 

precious, too cherished to ship in a trunk, away from and 

out of the hands of family, and it would have been difficult 

to carry it and keep up with it on the train the entire way. 

Thus, the decision to leave it with Alonzo “Lon”  and 

Jeanette “Nettie” Ramsey. They were first cousins of 

Thomas and the children of Mary Hatfield, who had 

married Josiah Ramsey.  You see, Lon and Nettie Ramsey  

Continued on page 6 

 

 

 

 

  

The Journey of the Andrew Baker Bible    by Dolores Ramsey Ham continued  from page 1 

from page 1 
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The Journey of the Andrew Baker Bible    by Dolores Ramsey Ham continued from page 5 

 were also descendants of Martha Baker Davis, not just 

neighbors or friends of the Baker family as implied in the 

article in the Moscow-Pullman Daily News.  

     Grace Witt Brockman, granddaughter of Eli Davis, Jr., 

came to visit her cousins, Lon and Nettie Ramsey, during 

the 1930’s.  She collected stories told about Rev. Andrew 

Baker and his wife, Elizabeth Avant Baker, as well as 

stories about Martha Baker and Eli Davis, Sr.  Some of 

these stories were kept inside the Baker Bible and 

repeated to other relatives down through the years.  

Frieda Sims Nelson, descendant of Solomon Baker, son 

of Rev. Andrew and Elizabeth (Avant) Baker, also 

repeated some of these stories in her self-published 

compilation, “The Descendants of Rev. Andrew Baker,” 

published in 1977. 

     Grace Witt Brockman became a member of the 

Daughters of the American Revolution with Rev. Andrew 

Baker as the patriot ancestor.  Some of her other cousins 

also joined the DAR, one of whom was Martha Jane 

Hatfield (Mrs. Dallard Hill Parkey), daughter of Elijah 

Davis Hatfield and granddaughter of Mary Davis Hatfield.  

Mrs. Brockman came again about 1960 to visit Lon and 

Nettie Ramsey.  This time she wanted photos of the Bible 

and its pages.  She made great efforts to get copies.  Mrs. 

Brockman went to Jonesville, Virginia to the courthouse 

and they were unable to help her.  Then she went to 

Pennington Gap, Virginia, and they could not make the 

copies either at the bank or the library.  She hired a 

photographer to make pictures of the Bible and the pages 

of records.  Evidently, Lon and Nettie Ramsey allowed 

Grace Witt Brockman to take the Bible all the way to 

Richmond, Virginia where at the Library of Virginia they 

microfilmed the Bible and some of the pages. 

     Unfortunately, the last page [or pages] of the Bible was 

missing when Grace Brockman visited Lon and Nettie 

Ramsey in 1960.  She urged them to do a thorough 

search for the missing page, which had recorded the birth 

of Martha Baker (Davis), youngest child of Rev. Andrew 

and Elizabeth Avant Baker.  The missing page[s] was 

never found, but the listing of the nine children of Rev. 

Andrew and Elizabeth Baker had been recorded several 

other places down through the years. 

     After the passing of Lon and Nettie Ramsey, the Baker 

Bible came into the possession of the family of Lewis and 

Mearl (Burchett) Ramsey.  Their daughter, Susan 

Ramsey Rhyne, kept the Bible for many years.  Susan’s 

mother, Mearl, decided it should go to the eldest son, 

Davis Wright Ramsey and his wife, Phyllis (Edens) 

Ramsey.  When Wright Ramsey passed away, it was in 

the possession of his widow, Phyllis, and their son, 

Michael Ramsey. 

     Roger Baker found his way first to the Thompson 

Settlement Baptist Church and to the Lee County 

Historical and Genealogical Society in Lee County, 

Virginia to inquire about the Bible of Rev. Andrew Baker.  

He was directed to the home of Phyllis Ramsey and her 

son, Michael Ramsey.  Mr. Baker convinced them that he 

should be allowed to take this fragile 220 year old  Bible 

on a journey to show to many of his relatives.  They 

agreed after Mr. Baker promised that the Bible would be 

returned to the Lee County, Virginia Historical and 

Genealogical Association for safekeeping.  The Bible 

was presented to the Lee County, Virginia Society on 

August 20, 2016. 

     Please note that it was Phyllis Ramsey who allowed 

Roger Baker to take the Bible on a journey and then 

donate to the LCHGS.  The original article stated that it 

was Delores Ramsey!  Despite being a descendant of 

Martha Baker Davis and Rev. Andrew Baker, this 

compiler, Dolores Ramsey Ham, has never had the 

Baker Bible in her possession. 

     The concern presently is what will happen to this Bible 

if it is handled a lot.  It is very fragile, having been sewn 

together perhaps more than once.  More pages could 

become detached.  The Bible should be handled with 

great care, using white gloves if handling this treasured 

book.  A support could also be placed underneath the 

book while viewing pages.   

     It is the prayer of those family members who have 

held it in their possession for so many years, that anyone 

viewing the Bible exercise great caution.  We pray that it 

will be viewed by many of our descendants in 

generations to come. 

Documentation of the information in this article can be 

obtained from Dolores Ramsey Ham at 1979 Locarno 

Drive, Knoxville, TN 37914.  Telephone:  865-546-7159.  

Email: doloresham@comcast.net. 
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